In a previous paper (Tompsett & Smith, 1955 
The formation of 17-ketosteroids during the periodic acid reaction is accompanied by the liberation of formaldehyde. The determination of the formaldehyde liberated in this reaction forms the basis of the method described in this paper. This is, however, less specific, since formaldehyde but not 17\ x=r eq-\ ketosteroids would be liberated from the corresponding 17-deoxy steroids. For this reason Smith, 1953 Smith, , 1954 . It is believed, however, that the preliminary processes do achieve the necessary degree or specificity and hence the formaldehyde finally measured is of steroidal origin.
To achieve reproducibility greater care appears to be necessary than in the case of 17. K. G. S. This is particularly necessary at two stages (1) the extraction processes with chloroform followed by the necessary washings and (2) noted that the increase in this fraction was the most consistent feature of corticotrophin therapy. The nature of these substances has never been charac¬ terised but there is the possibility that they may be mainly related to the A. S. F. S. fraction.
